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Subsea cables: 150 years young

Hibernia Atlantic is throwing a party to celebrate the 150th
anniversary of tha first transatlantic cable transmission, sant on August
16 1858, The cable was pionaerad by Cyrnus Feald and bridged Eurcpe
and north America, running from Valentia Island in Ireland to
Newfoundland in Canada.

The Hibemia cable routa has a similar footprint to the criginal cable
running from Atlantic Canada to Ireland. Eric Gutshall, exacutiva vica
president of salas and marketing at Hibarnia Atlantic said: "Tha first
cable was handmade, manufacturad with gutta-percha, steel and
oopper... It lasted one month bafore it failed from a power surgs but it
tock about 400 meassages over it. It took one month to lay it from
Canada to Iraland, today if you wera to do the same lingar lay it would
take about thres wisks, so thers is not much tima diffarence.”

The first message was less than a 100 words and took 12 hours to
transmit. The cable was 4,730km long and cost $5 million to build. In
comparison the Hibernia cable is 12,200km long and cost $262 million
to build.

Gutshall foresaes that while capacity will increass over the next faw
decadas it will continue to run over existing submarine infrastructura.
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"I am an advocate of protacting these cablas, this is an assat which
carries billiors of dollars of trads daily. The repair time is about 10 days
and if muttiple cablas ara dastroyed it codd cripple a nation for tha battar
part of a weak,” said Gutshall. "All cables should be recognised by the
differant military organisations of those areas and governed by a UN
body becausa it encompasses global communications.” =



